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PURVIS GRAY

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinions

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of each major fund and the aggregate remaining
fund information of the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts (the Clerk) as of and
for the year ended September 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which
collectively comprise the Clerk’s financial statements, as listed in the table of contents.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Clerk as of
September 30, 2024, and the respective changes in financial position for the year then ended in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Basis for Opinions

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those standards are
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our
report. We are required to be independent of the Clerk and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in
accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence
we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions.

Emphasis of Matter

As discussed in Note 1 to the financial statements, the financial statements referred to above were
prepared solely for the purpose of complying with the Rules of the Auditor General of the State of
Florida (the Rules). In conformity with the Rules, the accompanying financial statements are intended to
present the financial position and changes in financial position, only for that portion of each major fund
and the aggregate remaining fund information of DeSoto County, Florida that is attributable to the Clerk.
They do not purport to, and do not, present fairly the financial position of DeSoto County, Florida as of
September 30, 2024, and the changes in its financial position for the fiscal year then ended in conformity
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Our opinion is not modified
with respect to this matter.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Gainesville | Ocala | Tallahassee | Sarasota

Orlando | Tampa
purvisgray.com

Members of American and Florida Institutes of Certified Public Accountants
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Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the design,
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Clerk’s ability to continue as a
going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance
and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting
from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the
override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood
that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based
on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government
Auditing Standards, we:

m  Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

m Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to
fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements.

m  Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

m Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements.

m  Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that
raise substantial doubt about the Clerk’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period
of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related
matters that we identified during the audit.



Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary
comparison schedule, as listed in the table of contents, be presented to supplement the financial
statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the financial
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an
essential part of financial reporting for placing the financial statements in an appropriate operational,
economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information
and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the financial statements. We
do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures
do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.

Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively
comprise the Clerk’s financial statements. The accompanying combining statements of fiduciary net
position and changes in fiduciary net position are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are
not a required part of the financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and
was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the
financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit
of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the accompanying
combining statements of fiduciary net position and changes in fiduciary net position are fairly stated, in
all material respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 28,
2025, on our consideration of the Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the
Clerk’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Due from Other Governments
Total Assets

Liabilities, Deferred Inflows,
and Fund Balances

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Payroll and Payroll Taxes
Due to Board of County Commissioners
Due to Other Governments
Total Liabilities

Deferred Inflows
Unavailable Revenues
Total Deferred Inflows

Fund Balances
Restricted for:
Records Modernization
Total Fund Balances

Total Liabilities, Deferred Inflows,
and Fund Balances

DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA

BALANCE SHEET
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024
Major Funds
Public Total
General Records Governmental
Fund Trust Fund Funds
S 337,705 S 111,117 S 448,822
19,549 - 19,549
357,254 111,117 468,371
672 - 672
75 - 75
29,095 - 29,095
324,847 - 324,847
354,689 - 354,689
2,565 - 2,565
2,565 - 2,565
- 111,117 111,117
- 111,117 111,117
S 357,254 S 111,117 S 468,371

See accompanying notes.
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Major Funds

Public Total
General Records Governmental
Fund Trust Fund Funds
Revenues
Intergovernmental Revenues S 340,465 - S 340,465
Charges for Services 1,035,856 1,130,935 2,166,791
Interest 27,363 22 27,385
Total Revenues 1,403,684 1,130,957 2,534,641
Expenditures
Current:
General Government:
Personnel Services 297,084 - 297,084
Operating Expenditures 47,328 60,032 107,360
Court-Related Services:
Personnel Services 793,250 - 793,250
Operating Expenditures 124,378 1,076,141 1,200,519
(Total Expenditures) (1,262,040) (1,136,173) (2,398,213)
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over
(Under) Expenditures 141,644 (5,216) 136,428
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Reversion to the State of Florida (253,227) - (253,227)
Transfers in from DeSoto County
Board of County Commissioners 140,678 - 140,678
Transfers (out) to DeSoto County
Board of County Commissioners (29,095) - (29,095)
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) (141,644) - (141,644)
Net Change in Fund Balances - (5,216) (5,216)
Fund Balance, Beginning of Year - 116,333 116,333
Fund Balance, End of Year S - 111,117 S 111,117

See accompanying notes.
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CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY NET POSITION

Assets
Cash
Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Position

Liabilities
Due to Individuals and Businesses
Total Liabilities

Net Position
Restricted for Individuals and Businesses

Total Net Position

Total Liabilities and Net Position

DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA

SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

See accompanying notes.
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Total Custodial
Funds

$

1,203,446

1,203,446

4,624

4,624

1,198,822

1,198,822

$

1,203,446




DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY NET POSITION

Additions
Fees/Fines Collected for Other Governments
Deposits and Other Trust Activities

Total Additions

Deductions
Fees/Fines Disbursed to Other Governments
Deposits and Other Trust Activities Disbursed
(Total Deductions)
Change in Net Position

Net Position, Beginning of Year

Net Position, End of Year

SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

See accompanying notes.
7

Total Custodial
Funds

$

4,913,691
2,188,466

7,102,157

4,853,627
2,485,799

(7,339,426)

(237,269)

1,436,091

$

1,198,822




DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

The following is a summary of the significant accounting principles and policies used in the preparation of
the financial statements.

Reporting Entity

DeSoto County, Florida (the County) is a political subdivision of the State of Florida. It is governed by an
elected Board of County Commissioners (the Board) and an appointed County Administrator. The County
Administrator is responsible for the administration of all departments of which the Board has the
authority to control pursuant to the general laws of Florida.

The DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts (the Clerk) is an elected constitutional
officer of the County as provided by the Constitution of the State of Florida. The Clerk is responsible for
the administration and operation of the Clerk’s office, including the Circuit and County court systems.

Certain costs of the court systems (communications services; existing radio systems; existing multiagency
criminal justice information systems; and the cost of construction or lease, maintenance, utilities, and
security of facilities for the trial courts, public defenders’ offices, and state attorneys’ offices) are required
by Article V, Florida Constitution, to be funded by the Board. Such costs are not included herein.

For financial statement reporting purposes, the Clerk is deemed to be a part of the primary government
of the County and, therefore, is included as such in the County’s annual financial report.

Basis of Presentation

The accompanying financial statements include all the funds and accounts of the Clerk’s office but are not
a complete presentation of the County as a whole. Except for this matter, they are otherwise in
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAP). The
accompanying financial statements were prepared for the purpose of complying with Section 218.39,
Florida Statutes, and Section 10.557(4), Rules of the Auditor General - Local Governmental Entity Audits.

The financial transactions of the Clerk are recorded in individual funds. Each fund is accounted for by
providing a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund balance,
revenues, and expenditures. These funds are segregated for the purpose of carrying on specific activities
or attaining certain objectives in accordance with special regulations, restrictions, or limitations.

GAAP sets forth minimum criteria (percentage of assets, liabilities, revenues, and expenditures of each
fund category) for the determination of major funds. Major funds are reported separately in the financial
statements of the Clerk.

The Clerk reports the following major governmental funds:
m  Governmental Funds
e General Fund—is a governmental fund used to account for all revenues and expenditures

applicable to the general operations of the Clerk that are not accounted for in another fund.

8



DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

e Public Records Trust Fund—is a special revenue fund used to account for recording fees, licenses,
and investment income on the money restricted for record modernization. Revenues from the
operational, clerical, and administrative functions of the Clerk’s court activities are also accounted
for here.

In addition, the Clerk also reports the following other fund type:

m  Fiduciary Funds

o Custodial Funds—funds are used to account for assets received and held by the Clerk on behalf
of outside parties, including other governments. Custodial funds are used to report resources
held by the reporting governments in a purely custodial capacity. Custodial funds typically involve
only the receipt, temporary investment, and remittance of custodial resources to individuals,
private organizations, or other governments. The Clerk reports activity for four Custodial funds:
Registry of Court, Special Trust, Fine and Forfeiture, Documentary Stamp and Intangible Tax, and
Child Support.

Funding of Clerk Activities

With the implementation of Revision 7 to Article V on July 1, 2004, the Clerk’s activities are now classified
as either court or non-court. Both the court and non-court activities are reported within the Clerk’s
general fund.

The non-court activities are funded through service charges for recording instruments and documents
into the official records, and through transfers in from the Board.

The court activities are funded by fines, fees, service charges, and court cost collections, plus a monthly
state appropriation for the projected deficiency. Beginning in 2014, the state appropriation represented
an allocation from the Clerks of Court Operations Corporation (CCOC), pursuant to a contract between
the CCOC and the Chief Financial Officer of the State of Florida.

The Public Records Trust Fund is funded by a portion of recording fees and 10% of the collections of court-
related fines, fees, service charges, and court cost collections.

Basis of Accounting

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and
reported in the financial statements, and also refers to the timing of the measurements made, regardless
of the measurement focus applied.

All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the
modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and
available to finance expenditures of the current period. The Clerk considers receivables collected within
30 days after year-end to be available and recognizes them as revenues of the current year. Expenditures
are recorded when the liability is incurred, except for accumulated sick and vacation pay, which are not
recorded until paid. Fiduciary funds are accounted for using the accrual basis of accounting.



DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Measurement Focus

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to the capital assets and long-term liabilities
associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted
for on a spending or “financial flow” measurement focus. This means that generally, only current assets
and current liabilities are included in the balance sheet.

Governmental fund operating statements present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and
decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in fund balance. Accordingly, they present a summary
of sources and uses of “available spendable resources” during a period.

The custodial funds are accounted for using an economic resource measurement focus and require a
resource flow statement. The Clerk reports aggregated totals for additions and aggregated totals for
deductions of custodial funds in which resources, upon receipt, are normally expected to be held for three
months or less. The descriptions of the aggregated totals of additions and deductions indicate the nature of
the resource flows.

Budgetary Requirement

The budget for the Clerk’s general fund consists of two parts: a budget for non-court activities approved
by the Board (the Board Budget), and a budget for court activities approved by the CCOC (the State
Budget). Both budgets are on a basis consistent with GAAP. The budget adopted for the Public Records
Trust Fund is internally developed and approved budgets, with no legal level of budgetary control.

Budgetary control in the Board Budget is generally at the total appropriations level (before transfers out).
Budgetary changes within the total Board Budget are made at the discretion of the Clerk. Amendments
that increase total appropriations (before transfers out) must be submitted to the Board. In the case of
the State Budget, budgetary control is also at the total appropriations level (including reserves but
excluding intergovernmental expenditures). Amendments must be approved by the CCOC.

Included in the required supplementary information (RSI) section of the accompanying financial
statements is a budget to actual comparison for the general fund. Expenditures for the general fund are
segregated between the State and the Board Budgets to illustrate budgetary compliance. As described in
the note to RSI, the Public Records Trust Fund expenditures are restricted by statute and are not included
in the RSI.

Supplemental Funding and Return of “Excess Fees”

The operations of the Clerk are approved and primarily funded from fees and charges authorized under
Florida Statutes and supplemental appropriations from the CCOC or the Board. For non-court activities,
the supplemental funding from the Board is recorded as transfers in on the accompanying statement of
revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance. Any excess of revenues and transfers in over
expenditures for non-court activities (including child support activities) for the year ended September 30
are reported as transfers out and due to the Board and are payable by October 31.

For court activities, the supplemental funding from the CCOC is recorded as intergovernmental revenue
on the accompanying statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance. The amount
returned, if any, is recorded as reversion to the State of Florida under other financing sources (uses). For
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

the period October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024, the amount recorded as due to other
governments includes $64,206 of September 2024 revenues that can be retained to fund 2025
expenditures, as well as $260,641, which is due to the state.

Deferred Inflows/Unavailable Revenues
Deferred inflows represent revenues that have been earned but are not available (because they were
received more than 30 days after year-end).

Fund Balances

Fund balance classifications comprise a hierarchy based primarily on the extent to which the organization
is bound to honor constraints on the specific purpose for which amounts in the funds can be spent. Fund
balance is reported in five components—non-spendable, restricted, committed, assigned, and
unassigned:

m  Non-Spendable—This component of fund balance consists of amounts that cannot be spent because:
(a) they are not expected to be converted to cash, or (b) they are legally or contractually required to
remain intact. Examples of this classification are prepaid items, inventories, and principal (corpus) of
an endowment fund. The Clerk does not have any non-spendable fund balances.

m Restricted—This component of fund balance consists of amounts that are constrained either:
(a) externally by third parties (creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other
governments), or (b) by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.

m  Committed—This component of fund balance consists of amounts that can only be used for specific
purposes pursuant to constraints imposed by formal action (e.g., policy) of the organization’s
governing authority. By statute, the Clerk herself is the governing authority. These committed
amounts cannot be used for any other purpose unless the Clerk removes or changes the specified use
by taking the same type of action (e.g., policy) she employed to constrain those amounts. The Clerk
does not have any committed fund balances.

m Assigned—This component of fund balance consists of amounts that are constrained by a less-than-
formal action of the organization’s governing authority, or by an individual or body to whom the
governing authority has delegated this responsibility. The Clerk has not delegated the responsibility
to assign fund balances to any individual or body.

m Unassigned—This classification is used for: (a) negative unrestricted fund balances in any
governmental fund, or (b) fund balances within the general fund that are not restricted, committed,
or assigned.

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Clerk’s policy to use
restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources (committed, assigned, and unassigned), as they are
needed. When unrestricted resources (committed, assigned, and unassigned) are available for use, it is
the Clerk’s policy to use committed resources first, then assigned, and then unassigned, as needed.
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Compensated Absences
All full-time employees of the Clerk are entitled to leave with pay. The employees may accumulate unused
leave up to a maximum based on their years of service as follows:

Service Years Maximum Accumulation (Hours)
1 80
2-5 200
6-10 250
11-15 300
16+ 400

Employees leaving the office in good standing may be entitled to receive compensation subject to funding
availability, at the Clerk’s discretion and at the percentage of the Clerk’s discretion. The Clerk does not,
nor is legally required to, accumulate financial resources for these unmatured obligations. Accordingly,
the liability for compensated absences is not reported in the governmental funds but rather is reported
in the basic financial statements of the County.

Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in accordance with GAAP requires management to make
estimates and assumptions that affect the amounts reported and disclosed in the accompanying financial
statements and notes. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Note 2 - Cash and Investments

At year-end, the carrying amount of the Clerk’s deposits was $1,650,388 ($446,942 in governmental funds
and $1,203,446 in fiduciary funds). All of the Clerk’s public deposits are held in qualified public
depositories (QPDs) pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 280. Under this Chapter, each QPD is required
to pledge collateral to the State Treasurer against the public deposits. In the event of default by a QPD,
all claims for public deposits would be satisfied by the State Treasurer from the proceeds of federal
deposit insurance, pledged collateral of the QPD in default and, if necessary, assessments against other
QPDs of the same type as the depositor in default.

In addition to cash deposits, the Clerk maintains cash on hand for the purpose of making change on
transactions. At September 30, 2024, the Clerk held $1,880 in cash on hand.

Investments

The Clerk has not adopted an investment policy and so, by statute, follows the state’s guidance set forth
in Section 219.075, Florida Statutes, regarding the deposit of funds received and the investment of surplus
funds. That Section requires local governments without written investment policies, including County
officers, to follow the state policy in Section 218.415(17), Florida Statutes. That Section authorizes the
following investments:

m The Local Government Surplus Funds Trust Fund, or any intergovernmental investment pool
authorized pursuant to the Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act, as provided in Florida Statute 163.01.
12



DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

m Securities and Exchange Commission registered money market funds with the highest credit rating
from a nationally recognized rating agency.

m Interest-bearing time deposits or savings accounts in QPDs.
m Direct obligations of the United States Treasury.

The Clerk does not have policies that address credit risk, custodial credit risk, or interest rate risk. The
Clerk had no investments at year-end, or during the year.

Note 3 - Capital Assets

The tangible personal property used by the Clerk in its governmental fund operations is reported as capital
assets in the statement of net position in the County’s basic financial statements. Upon acquisition, such
assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types of the Clerk and capitalized at cost in
the capital asset accounts of the County. The Clerk maintains custodial responsibility for the capital assets
used by her office.

Note 4 - Compensated Absences

The amount of compensated absences payable under the Clerk’s leave policy is reported as a liability in
the statement of net position in the County’s basic financial statements. That liability is based on earned
but unused leave time (vacation and sick) at current pay rates, plus Federal Insurance Contributions Act
taxes related thereto. Leave time is accrued per the policy based on length of employment, is payable at
100% upon retirement in good standing, and is capped at 400 hours depending on years of service. The
policy explains that payouts for unused leave time are subject to funding availability.

The change in compensated absences during the year is as follows:

Balance Balance Due
October 1, September 30, Within
2023 Additions Retirements 2024 One Year
S 49,260 S 34,758 $ (43,360) S 40,658 S 4,066

These liabilities are not reported in the financial statements of the Clerk but rather are reported in the
basic financial statements of the County.

Note 5 - Florida Retirement System (FRS) Pension Benefits

The Clerk participates in the FRS for pension benefits. A detailed plan description and any liability for
employees of the Clerk are included in the financial statements of the County.

Note 6 - Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions

The Clerk participates in the plan established by the Board to provide other postemployment benefits to
retirees of the Board and Constitutional Officers. A detailed plan description and any liability for
employees of the Clerk are included in the financial statements of the County.

13



DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Note 7 - Risk Management

The Clerk’s office is covered for employee medical, workers’ compensation, liability, and casualty risks by
the Board. The Board provides coverage as a member of a public risk management pool in amounts that
the Board feels are adequate.

The Clerk is also protected under sovereign immunity up to a maximum of $200,000 per person/$300,000
per occurrence for claims against the Clerk involving negligence, including automobile and general
liability. Negligence claims in excess of the statutory limits set forth in Section 768.28, Florida Statutes,
can only be recovered through an act of the State of Florida Legislature.

Note 8 - Litigation and Contingencies

From time to time, the office of the Clerk is involved as a defendant in certain litigation and claims arising
from the ordinary course of operations. In the opinion of legal counsel, the range of potential liabilities
will not materially affect the operations of the Clerk’s office or the financial position of the County, which
would be required to fund any claim payments.

Note 9 - Change in Reporting Entity

In the current year, the Documentary Stamp and Intangible Tax Fund is reported as custodial fund after
being reported as a major special revenue fund in the prior year. This fund no longer meets the criteria
to be recognized as a special revenue fund, and is reported as a custodial fund in the current year. There
was no beginning fund balance to restate as of September 30, 2023, so there were no adjustments made
to the financial statements due to this change in reporting entity.
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
SCHEDULE OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Variance with

Final Budget -
Budgeted Amounts Actual Positive
Original Final Amounts (Negative)
Revenues
Intergovernmental Revenues S 292,945 S 411,514 S 340,465 S (71,049)
Charges for Services:
Court Activities 608,821 608,821 663,315 54,494
Non-Court Activities 205,000 205,000 372,541 167,541
Interest - - 27,363 27,363
Total Revenues 1,106,766 1,225,335 1,403,684 178,349
Expenditures
Board Budget:
General Government:
Personnel Services 285,053 285,053 297,084 (12,031)
Operating Expenditures 45,000 60,625 47,328 13,297
State Budget:
Court-Related Services:
Personnel Services 782,165 900,734 793,250 107,484
Operating Expenditures 72,178 72,178 124,378 (52,200)
Capital Outlay 47,423 47,423 - 47,423
(Total Expenditures) (1,231,819) (1,366,013) (1,262,040) 103,973
(Deficiency) Excess of Revenues
(Under) Over Expenditures (125,053) (140,678) 141,644 282,322
Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Reversion to the State of Florida - - (253,227) (253,227)
Transfers in from DeSoto County
Board of County Commissioners 125,053 140,678 140,678 -
Transfers (out) to DeSoto County
Board of County Commissioners - - (29,095) (29,095)
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) 125,053 140,678 (141,644) (282,322)
Net Change in Fund Balance S - S - S - S -
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
NOTE TO REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Note 1 - Budgetary Information

Budgets are legally adopted for the general fund and are on a basis consistent with generally accepted
accounting principles. Budgetary control is exercised at the fund level; net expenditures cannot exceed
the budgeted appropriation from the Board of County Commissioners (the Board) or the State of Florida,
as amended. Budgetary changes within each fund can be made at the discretion of the Clerk of the Circuit
and County Courts. Amendments to increase appropriations must be submitted to the Board or to the
State of Florida.

The general fund revenues and expenditures accounted for in budgetary funds are controlled by a formal
integrated budgetary accounting system in accordance with Florida Statutes. The Public Records Trust
Fund expenditures are restricted by statute; therefore, this budget is not approved by the Board or by the
State of Florida and is not included as required supplementary information.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION



DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
COMBINING STATEMENT OF FIDUCIARY NET POSITION
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Documentary
Fine and Stamp and
Registry of Special Forfeiture  Intangible Tax Child Support Total Custodial
Court Fund Trust Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds
Assets
Cash S 496688 S 702,134 $ - S - S 4,624 S 1,203,446
Total Assets 496,688 702,134 - - 4,624 1,203,446
Liabilities and Net Position
Liabilities
Due to Individuals
and Businesses - - - - 4,624 4,624
Total Liabilities - - - - 4,624 4,624
Net Position
Restricted for:
Individuals and
Businesses 496,688 702,134 - - - 1,198,822
Total Liabilities and Net Position S 496,688 S 702,134 S - S - S 4,624 S 1,203,446
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DESOTO COUNTY, FLORIDA
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT AND COUNTY COURTS
COMBINING STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FIDUCIARY NET POSITION
SEPTEMBER 30, 2024

Documentary
Fine and Stamp and
Registry of Special Forfeiture  Intangible Tax Child Support Total Custodial
Court Fund Trust Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds
Additions
Fees/Fines Collected for
Other Governments S - $ 473,407 S 1,266,113 S 3,174,171 S - $§ 4,913,691
Deposits and Other
Trust Activities 1,572,156 278,885 - - 337,425 2,188,466
Total Additions 1,572,156 752,292 1,266,113 3,174,171 337,425 7,102,157
Deductions
Fees/Fines Disbursed to
Other Governments - 413,343 1,266,113 3,174,171 - 4,853,627
Deposits and Other Trust
Activities Disbursed 1,965,572 182,802 - - 337,425 2,485,799
(Total Deductions) (1,965,572) (596,145)  (1,266,113)  (3,174,171) (337,425)  (7,339,426)
Change in Net Position (393,416) 156,147 - - - (237,269)
Net Position, Beginning of Year 890,104 545,987 - - - 1,436,091
Net Position, End of Year S 496,688 S 702,134 S - S - S - $ 1,198,822
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PURVIS GRAY

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING
AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of each major fund and
the aggregate remaining fund information of the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County
Courts (the Clerk) as of and for the year ended September 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial
statements, which collectively comprise the Clerk’s financial statements, and have issued our report
thereon dated January 28, 2025.

Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Clerk’s internal
control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements,
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control.
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Clerk’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination
of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement
of the Clerk’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe
than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material
weaknesses or, significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material
weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that were not identified.

Report on Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk’s financial statements are free from
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts and grant agreements, non-compliance with which could have a direct and material effect on

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Gainesville | Ocala | Tallahassee | Sarasota

Orlando | Tampa
purvisgray.com

Members of American and Florida Institutes of Certified Public Accountants
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Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING
AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an
objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests
disclosed no instances of non-compliance or other matters that are required to be reported under
Government Auditing Standards.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with
Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly,
this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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PURVIS GRAY

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE
WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, SECTION 218.415 — INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC FUNDS

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

We have examined the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts’ (the Clerk)
compliance with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes, during the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024.
Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance based on our examination.

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require that we plan and perform the
examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all material respects,
with the requirements referenced above. An examination involves performing procedures to obtain
evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements. The nature, timing, and
extent of the procedures selected depend on our judgment, including an assessment of the risks of
material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error. We believe that the evidence we obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified
requirements.

We are required to be independent and to meet our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
relevant ethical requirements relating to the engagement.

In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements during
the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members
of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, the Clerk and
management, and the Board of County Commissioners of DeSoto County, Florida, and is not intended to
be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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PURVIS GRAY

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE
WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, SECTIONS 28.35 AND 28.36 — CERTAIN COURT-RELATED FUNCTIONS

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

We have examined the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts’ (the Clerk)
compliance with Sections 28.35 and 28.36, Florida Statutes, during the fiscal year ended September 30,
2024. Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility
is to express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance based on our examination.

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require that we plan and perform the
examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all material respects,
with the requirements referenced above. An examination involves performing procedures to obtain
evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements. The nature, timing, and
extent of the procedures selected depend on our judgment, including an assessment of the risks of
material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error. We believe that the evidence we obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified
requirements.

We are required to be independent and to meet our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
relevant ethical requirements relating to the engagement.

In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements during
the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members
of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, the Clerk and
management, and the Board of County Commissioners of DeSoto County, Florida, and is not intended to
be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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PURVIS GRAY

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE
WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, SECTION 61.181 — ALIMONY AND CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

We have examined the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts’ (the Clerk)
compliance with Section 61.181, Florida Statutes, during the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024.
Management is responsible for the Clerk’s compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to
express an opinion on the Clerk’s compliance based on our examination.

Our examination was conducted in accordance with attestation standards established by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require that we plan and perform the
examination to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Clerk complied, in all material respects,
with the requirements referenced above. An examination involves performing procedures to obtain
evidence about whether the Clerk complied with the specified requirements. The nature, timing, and
extent of the procedures selected depend on our judgment, including an assessment of the risks of
material non-compliance, whether due to fraud or error. We believe that the evidence we obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Our examination does not provide a legal determination on the Clerk’s compliance with specified
requirements.

We are required to be independent and to meet our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
relevant ethical requirements relating to the engagement.

In our opinion, the Clerk complied, in all material respects, with the aforementioned requirements during
the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing Committee, members
of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor General, the Clerk and
management, and the Board of County Commissioners of DeSoto County, Florida, and is not intended to
be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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PURVIS GRAY

MANAGEMENT LETTER

Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the financial statements of each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund
information of the DeSoto County, Florida Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts (the Clerk) as of and for
the fiscal year ended September 30, 2024, and have issued our report thereon dated January 28, 2025.

Auditor’s Responsibility

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued
by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the Auditor General.

Other Reporting Requirements

We have issued our Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of the Financial Statements Performed in Accordance
with Government Auditing Standards; and Independent Accountant’s Reports on an examination
conducted in accordance with the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants Professional
Standards, AT-C Section 315, regarding compliance requirements in accordance with Chapter 10.550,
Rules of the Auditor General. Disclosures in those reports, which are dated January 28, 2025, should be
considered in conjunction with this management letter.

Prior Audit Findings

Section 10.554(1)(i)1., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we determine whether or not corrective
actions have been taken to address findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual financial
audit report. There were no findings and recommendations made in the preceding annual financial audit
report.

Official Title and Legal Authority

Section 10.554(1)(i)4., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that the name or official title and legal
authority for the primary government and each component unit of the reporting entity be disclosed in
this management letter, unless disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. The Clerk was
established by the Constitution of the State of Florida, Article VIII, Section 1(d). The Clerk does not have
any component units.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Gainesville | Ocala | Tallahassee | Sarasota

Orlando | Tampa
purvisgray.com

Members of American and Florida Institutes of Certified Public Accountants

24



Honorable Nadia Daughtrey
Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
DeSoto County, Florida

MANAGEMENT LETTER

Financial Management

Section 10.554(1)(i)2., Rules of the Auditor General, requires that we communicate any recommendations
to improve financial management. In connection with our audit, we did not have any such
recommendations.

Additional Matters

Section 10.554(1)(i)3., Rules of Auditor General, requires us to communicate non-compliance with
provisions of contracts or grant agreements, or fraud, waste, or abuse, that has occurred, or is likely to
have occurred, that has an effect on the financial statements that is less than material but which warrants
the attention of those charged with governance. In connection with our audit, we did not note any such
findings.

Purpose of this Letter

Our management letter is intended solely for the information and use of the Legislative Auditing
Committee, members of the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives, the Florida Auditor
General, the Clerk and management, and the Board of County Commissioners of DeSoto County, Florida,
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank you and your staff for the cooperation and courtesies extended

to us during the course of our audit. Please let us know if you have any questions or comments concerning
this letter, our accompanying reports, or other matters.

Purvis Gray

January 28, 2025
Sarasota, Florida
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PURVIS GRAY
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